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Flow e ring Plant

A ne w  e xotic spe cie s h as be e n found in south e rn Illinois. 

Japane se  ch aff flow e r, Ach yranth e s japonica (Am aranth ace ae ), 

is a pe re nnial h e rbace ous plant th at is native  to Easte rn Asia.  It 

w as first found in th e  Unite d State s in e aste rn Ke ntuck y in th e  

e arly 19 80 s and h as q uick ly spre ad along th e  O h io R ive r and 

tributarie s.  It is curre ntly found in seve n state s (Alabam a, 

Illinois, Indiana, Ke ntuck y, O h io, and Te nne sse e ).  In Illinois, it 

w as first found in 20 0 8 in Massac County, but h as since  be e n 

found in Pulask i and W illiam son countie s.

Japane se  ch aff flow e r is e asy to 

ide ntify.  Plants can be  up to 2 

m e te rs tall (particularly in 

sunny are as).  Th e  le ave s are  

opposite , sim ple , and e ntire  

along th e  m argins.  Th e  flow e rs 

occur on e re ct spik e s at th e  e nd 

of th e  ste m s and uppe r 

branch e s.  Flow e rs are  sm all, 

lack  pe tals, and occur in a tigh t 

cluste r at th e  e nd of th e  spik e .  

Th e  flow e rs dive rge  at ne arly a righ t angle  from  th e  spik e , 

giving th e  flow e rs som e w h at of a bottle -brush  look .  W h e n th e  

fruit are  form e d, th e  spik e s elongate  gre atly and th e  fruit lay flat 

against th e  spik e .  Each  fruit h as a pair of stiff bracts th at aid 

th e  fruit in attach ing to cloth e s or fur. 

Japane se  ch aff flow e r se e m s to grow  

be st in are as w ith  partial sun and m oist 

soils, but can also grow  in h e avily 

sh ade d and drie r e nvironm e nts.  De nse  

infe stations h ave  be e n found in 

bottom land fore sts, rive rbank s, field 

e dge s, and ditch e s.

Th is plant can produce  an abundance  of 

se e d th at is e asily transporte d by 

stick ing to sh oe s, cloth ing, or anim al fur 

via th e  stiff, re curve d bracts.   

If you plan on h ik ing in are as w h e re  th is 

plant is pre se nt, please  be  sure  to 

th orough ly clean all se e ds off of your 

cloth ing and pe t’s h air.  If you find any 

infe stations of Japane se  ch aff flow e r in 

Illinois, please  contact Ch ris Evans at 

618-9 9 8-59 20  or 

rive rtorive r@ gm ail.com . 
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