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*Warning: All parts of this plant are poisonous to both animals and humans. Use 

caution when managing this plant.  

Invasive Plant Fact Sheet  

Poison Hemlock  
Conium maculatum 

Purple Spotting on stems. 

Umbrella shaped flower clusters. Pinnately compound leaves. 

Description: A native of Europe, poison hemlock 
was introduced to North America as a garden/
ornamental plant. Poison hemlock is a member 
of the Apiaceae (parsley) family and may be con-
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weed. It has a biennial growth pattern being a 
low lying rosette the first year and bolting to 3-10 
feet the second year. The stems are very stout 
with distinctive purple spotting. Flowers are 
small, white, and found in umbrella-shaped clus-
ters in early summer (June/July). The fern-like 
leaves are pinnately compound and arranged al-
ternately on the stem. Reproduces prolifically via 
seeds that are flattened and ribbed. Seeds ma-
ture in August/September and are easily spread 
via mowing/agriculture equipment. 


